John Arleigh Pearce
January 8, 1929 - June 13, 2019

John Arleigh Pearce was born January 8, 1929, in Miami, Oklahoma to George and
Francis (McKibben) Pearce. He passed away peacefully on June 13, 2019, with his
beloved Martha at his side at the age of 90 years, 5 months and 5 days.
His birth father was George Lester Pearce (who passed away in 1930), but the father that
John remembers was George’s older brother, Charles Emory Pearce. Charles and Francis
married before John started elementary school.
John and Martha came to Tahlequah on their wedding night, May 26, 1956. He enrolled at
Northeastern the following Monday, going to school on the G.I. Bill and graduated in May
of 1959. John got his Masters and above graduate work at the University of Arkansas.
He was a Boy Scout Leader and worked at the Methodist Home as an activity director in
the summers, even after he started teaching. He taught History and Problems in
Democracy at Tahlequah High School from 1959-1962, from 1962 - 1964 he served as a
teacher and Assistant Principal. From 1964-1968 he was Administrative Assistant to the
Tahlequah Schools Superintendent, and finally Superintendent from February 8,1968 to
December of 1987.
The same night John was hired as Superintendent, the board announced contract
approval for the construction of Greenwood School.
John lived most of his younger years in Nowata, Oklahoma. He earned his first money
carrying paper for $1.25 a week. With the money he earned, he bought his first bicycle, a
Western Flyer. He had his dog, a golden retriever, Laddie, running along beside him for
protection, when he carried papers. His first Curly Suit cost him $50.00, to wear to church.
John A. Made his commitment to Christ and joined the First Christian Church in Nowata
while very young. He walked from home by his self but had relatives that belonged there.
One thing that most people didn’t know about John A was that had “tap dancing lessons”
while in grade school This was all his mom’s doing but he was quite good at the dancing.

His family lived in several other places for his dad’s work. During World War II, they lived
in Oak Ridge, Tennessee where his dad thought he was building things for a plastic
company, but it was the Atomic Bomb Project done under the director of Major Wesley
Groves.
Arleigh as his folks called him, worked in a doughnut shop and movie house to earn his
spending money. While in Salt Lake City, Utah, his dad worked for Manhattan
Construction Company, wile his mom always got work in grocery stores as a clerk. When
they moved back to Nowata they owned the Coney Island Cafe for awhile and then moved
midway between Nowata and Vinita where they owned and operated the Pearce Country
Grocery Store. He got a room in a boarding house in Nowata to finish his senior year of
high school. He would always go home on the weekends to candle eggs and test the
cream for butterfat as part of his jobs in the country grocery.
After graduating from high school in 1947 John A followed the pipe lining where he
operated a side boom caterpillar for 3 years. In 1953 he was drafted into the Army where
his unit was attached to the Air Force and they built air strips in Korea.
After returning to Nowata from the Korean War in 1955, he and Martha would begin dating
and the dating became serious and as mentioned earlier they were married in Martha’s
hometown church, The Methodist Church in Pottsville, Arkansas May 26, 1956.
Martha became aware of how much John A had enjoyed teaching his Army buddies how
to operate the large equipment while in the service, that she convinced him to come to
Northeastern to become a teacher. They could get married using his G.I. Bill to start their
love nest, and pray for a job in Tahlequah for Martha. John A and Martha joined church
that first Sunday after marrying. It was a little over 30 years before they became members
of First Baptist. John A enjoyed going to church and serving in whatever position he was
asked to serve. He particularly enjoyed greeting and ushering people. He wanted to sit as
close to the back so he could observe and be ready to help if needed. When the children
were small, he felt the family should sit down front where they could see and be a part of
or be involved if called upon.
God answered the family prayers with a “YES”, the Vocational Home Economics position
in Tahlequah was vacant when they married so Martha applied and got the job. She could
work while John A studied with a double major in History and Sociology. He practically had
a 4 point grade average when he graduated in 1959. Tahlequah offered him a teaching
position that year so that is when he began his career in the education field from an
educator to Superintendent. He wore many hats during his years at Tahlequah, if a bus

needed worked on or picked up John A never hesitate to undertake the job. He enjoyed
talking with people and he never seemed to meet a stranger. He loved working but never
learned how to enjoy playing. He did enjoy whistling, so he whistled from the time he got
up till going to bed at night. You knew something bad had happened if John A wasn’t
whistling.
As a young adult he enjoyed fishing. As a family man, he would navigate the pontoon boat
while others skied or played in the water.
John enjoyed building the three homes the family owned over the years and traveling to
Yuma, Arizona, the last few years he was able to drive the motor home. Loving to work
even after retirement John A went to work for Ruth Kelly Studios in Muskogee as their first
full time sales representative traveling from school to school in Eastern Oklahoma and
held this job for about 5 years.
He was so very proud of his children and grandchildren, he felt if he didn’t want them to do
something then he did not do it either. A good example was a student of his was
constantly late
to class so John A locked the door and the student had to have the Principal bring them
back to class. So one day the students all in class realized Mr. Pearce was not there so
they locked the door. When Mr. Pearce arrived late they did not open the door requiring
him to go get the Principal to let him in the door.
Grandfather Pearce also enjoyed his “coon” hounds and visiting with the men that he
hunted with. Grandma Pearce made all the decisions and they talked about playing cards
with their friends in their earlier days. He really enjoyed his horse and his small herd of
cattle.
John A is survived by his wife, Martha of the home; his children, John Calvin Pearce and
wife Kelley of Jacksonville, Alabama, and Lynn Ann Peters of Bixby, Oklahoma;
grandchildren, Preston Peters, Ashton Peters, John Blake Pearce and Erica and Morgan
Bible Dillon; great grandchildren, Skylar, Tristan, John Harper, Ana and John Mack; as
well as many other friends and loved ones.

Events
JUN
15

Burial

10:30AM - 11:30AM

Tahlequah City Cemetery
1251 W Fox Street, Tahlequah, OK, US, 74464

JUN
15

Memorial Service

01:30PM - 02:30PM

First Baptist Church (Tahlequah)
201 Commercial Rd, Tahlequah, OK, US, 74464

Comments

“

Dear family! We were so sorry we missed your Dad’s service! Did not hear of it until
tonight! He was my first boss! Loved and appreciated him so much! Our prayers are
with you! Sincerely, Letitia, Jim, and family!

Letitia Masters - June 16 at 07:40 PM

