John Reid III
June 21, 2021

John Reid III was born in Tulsa, Oklahoma on July 6, 1947 to John Reid Jr and Martha
Louise (Everhart) Reid. He transitioned on June 21, 2021 at his home in Tahlequah at the
age of 73.
John was a loving husband, brother, grandfather, great grandfather and friend.
He enjoyed fishing, music, going to the casino, sitting around a campfire sipping on Jack
Daniels, and shooting pool with friends every Wednesday night at Neds (choir practice).
John proudly served as a United States Marine and was honorably discharged after his
tour in Vietnam.
He was active with the VFW as Commander, the American Legion as Commander, DAV
and served as President of the Cherokee County Veterans Council for several years.
John was employed at a local paper for many years as a journalist.
He leaves behind his wife Karen (Blodgett) Reid; sister, Karen (Reid) Bradbury and
brother in law Robert A. Bradbury; son in law Charles Jason Gibson; grandkids, Brittany
Ann Schnitzer, Jason Luke Gibson, Mason Reid Gibson; grandson in law, Blake Schnitzer;
great grandchildren, Bradley Chase Schnitzer, Brock Carson Schnitzer, Boston Charles
Schnitzer; nephew, Kelley Ray Clark; niece, Taylor Ashley Bradbury, great niece
Mackenzie Ray Clark, great nephew, Jack Everett Clark; stepdaughters, Kalena M. Jean,
Luann R. Blodgett; step grandchildren, Olivia R. Jean, Jessica Noffsker, Lucien Blodgett;
step son in law, Keith Jean; as well as many extended family members and friends.
In lieu of flowers memorials may be made to CASA
A Memorial service will be held at 10:00 am on Friday June 25, 2021 at Green Country
Funeral Home, with Reverend Darell Christopher officiating. Interment will follow in the

Fort Gibson National Cemetery under the care of Green Country Funeral Home.
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Comments

“

When I came to Tahlequah, I first met Scotty, couple nights later the Veterans party,
1st I met the welcoming of John, the respect & friendship started, along with Les, the
whole group of Vietnam Vets.Thank you John, solid as they come, and when things
went south, John calls, letting me know & assuring me "You're OK, Todd!" Thank you
for what you've done for others John Reed!

Todd Whitekiller - June 24 at 08:04 PM

“

My whole heart felt condolences to my Dear Friend Karen and the entire family.
John’s departure has deeply stirred all who knew and loved him, it certainly has meas well as other friends I know-and we all know he was blessed with many-as we
have been blessed by his friendship. I’ve known John a few months shy of 50
years…over the course we’ve had conversations about more subjects than could be
counted-he was one of the best conversationalists ever! One subject that was always
hit on was our USA—our mutual respect and love of our Country, THE United States
of America and all those who served—officially, as he and many friends and family
did—and others unofficially…EVERY time. Not only at the yearly and great VET’S
gathering. Every conversation mattered and not one was a waste of time. John was
sure to call to let me know about anything that he thought I needed to know, or would
want to know…that was a huge show of compassion, respect, concern…he took
responsibility as a friend with loyalty and great sincerity…I can’t tell you how much
this means to me now and and through all the years “passed”…That being said, or
partially said…reflecting on how wonderful the Good Ole Days Really were…and
those days were really REAL. God WILL bless and keep you close to His healing
aura..He emits calming vibrations to enter our hearts and souls..there’s only One
GOD and we have to keep Him close, He is the only one to guide us ALL. Forever…
we’re only here till we’re not. A Blessed day-and Hereafter…til we all meet again.

renee morgan - June 24 at 07:40 PM

“

Rainbow Of Remembrance Spray was purchased for the family of John Reid III.

June 24 at 03:20 PM

“

It is with great sorrow that I say farewell to a man I was honored to call my friend. I
met John fifty years ago at NSU. A fellow veteran attempting to make sense of our
lives to that point. A quest that continues for some of use. John helped make that
process manageable for many through his involvement in veterans issues and
support, his sincere caring and personnel example. The friendship and support I
experienced from John has sustained me and others these many years. A more
selfless person would be hard to identify. I have come to believe that the period I
spent at NSU, the fellowship and unconditional acceptance I received was the main
factor in my ability to focus on the future and not get stuck in the past. I am eternally
thankful to John and my true friends from that period.
Happy trails my old friend. I will catch you further on down the road.
Norman

Norman Summers - June 24 at 09:23 AM

“

John you have enriched so many lives. I have known you over 45 years and you
were my ex-husbands best friend. I often think of the veteran meetings held at the
farm we took care of over the years in college. Going to dances at the VFW and
canoeing the Arkansas river. We had fun, fought for the many issues surfacing in the
60's, and we fought hard to bring all of you home from Vietnam. Later, we had our
children and grew old together. God is waiting for you with open arms, as well as
Scotty and our friends we lost over the years. You can be at peace knowing that you
made a difference in the lives of many people. You are loved and cherished.
Stephanie Scott

Stephanie Scott - June 24 at 04:41 AM

“

" I first meet John on my visit to America in 2005 when John and Karen were still
living in Tahlequah, OK. I had just finished my 20 years of service in the Royal
Australian Airforce and we hit it off and become friends.
Over the next few years I had the pleasure to meet his fellow "Mates" at the VFW
and American Legion, attending the VWF hall and the Post on social occasions,
enjoying also the Wednesday night "Choir Practice" meetups for a drink and a round
of pool with the local vets at Ned's bar, I was lucky to move into the Village up on
Hwy 10 and became a neighbor in the little community that I became a part of in
2009.
The kindness and friendship John extended to this Aussie (part-time Okie) will be
cherished, the conversations, and yarns, and it was something that made my visit to
Vietnam in 2014 so much more meaningful. Thanks mate for you friendship."
My condolences to Karen and the family at this time of loss, Rest in Peace my friend

Craig Berlin - June 23 at 07:16 PM

“

John and I first met in about 1962 while is school in Tulsa. He was always a "unique"
individual and quite a character. We spent many hours together during our
"rebellious" teen years, but lost contact after high school. We reconnected just a few
years ago as Vietnam veteran brothers. Even after all these years, John was still a
unique person, but in a much more serving mindset and activity. It has been a
pleasure and a great honor to call him my friend for those nearly 60 years. Now God
has gained a servant in heaven and I'm sure He says to John........."Well done, my
son, well done, rest here in peace with me."

Mike Hulings - June 23 at 02:58 PM

“

It was a pleasure to know and work with John in the Veterans groups. He will be
deeply missed in our community. Condolences to his family and friends! As a fellow
Vietnam Veteran, rest in peace my Brother, your work on earth is done! Michael S
Hunt
Commander MOPH 641

Michael S Hunt - June 23 at 02:13 PM

“

Condolences to Karen Bloggett Reid and Karen Reid Bradbury and the entire family.
John was certainly a presence and his passing will surely leave a void, but hug one
another and give love where and when you can, it will help to fill your empty heart.
Charles M (Scotty) and I have know John and Karen since 1964. What an exuberant
youth he was. His magnetic personality continued throughout his life and his many
true friends is a testament.
He can Rest In Peace knowing he not only served his country with honor (2 tours!)
but he has given back to the veterans community for many years. Thank you John.

Cathy Peterson - June 23 at 12:40 PM

“

I met John when I was 16, his daughter Shannon was dating my brother and married
him soon after. I grew up around them and we all became family. He was always
carrying his camera around his neck snapping the most magnificent photos of all of
children. He was funny and witty and pretty calm most of the time. I admired his
intelligence, patience, and the Love he had for Shannon, Jason and their 3 babies.
He was a genuine man, I will miss him.

Christy Taylor - June 23 at 12:40 PM

“

John was the Veteran's friend. Always striving to do what he could to help where and
when he could. It's was a pleasure to work with him.
Billie Walker, V.P.
Blue Star Mother's

Billie Walker - June 23 at 12:07 PM

“

Very sorry to hear about John’s passing. He was truly a special man and will be
missed by all.

Susie Eden - June 23 at 10:31 AM

“

I’ll never forget the first time I saw him back in the mid ‘70’s....he was walking down
the street in Tahlequah with his big orange-red “fro” of hair~
Little did I know that we would later on become friends & Marine Brothers, John
“Captain “ Reid was a awesome soul and Loved Life to the Fullest. He will be missed
by myself, my 6 children who grew up out on the Illinois River @ “Bob Kane’s” with
the Best of Military Men ~ R.I.P. Captain • SEMPER FIDELIS

Dave Patton - June 22 at 10:35 PM

“

Sending love to the family. John was an amazing guy and always had a smile on his
face. He would tote Shannon and I around in his bronco and I thought it was so fun!!
He would crank the tunes and sing while that hair of his blew in the wind!!!

Christa Bontrager - June 22 at 09:26 PM

“

I lost contact with my high school friend and later found out we were in the Marine Corps at
the same time. Still have a lot of carefree memories of John and am sorry to hear he left us
early. Semper Fi brother, Bobby Moore
Bobby Moore - June 23 at 03:39 PM

