Rev Norma Jo Harper
July 9, 1942 - February 22, 2019

Norma Jo Harper was born on July 9, 1942 to Kale and Edna Keys. She was the 2nd born
of 4 girls Mary, Liz, and Irene. She was raised in Keys community and went to Keys grade
school and graduated from Central High school. It was in high school where she met the
love of her life Ray Harper. After a few years passed they rekindled their romance and
soon after wed. With this marriage came 2 daughters, Laura and Regina. Norma was a
jack of all trades when it came to getting something done. There just wasn’t anything she
couldn’t do if she was of a mind to do it. You could be sure if she said she was going to do
something then she did! She held many jobs in her lifetime; however the one that was
most memorable was being a bus driver. She drove for Stone Chapel, Woodall, and
Tahlequah Schools for 35 plus years. She never stopped working however when no longer
able to drive a bus she became a caretaker for Robert and Susanne Hathaway. This was
a job she took very seriously, and enjoyed. She became very close to the Hathaway’s over
the years as they with her. Even when her health wouldn’t allow her to leave the house
and work she enlisted her husband and together they made a great team. Norma was a
fantastic master baker, cook, seamstress, painter, you name it she could do it and do it
well! She also loved to have flowers, pink roses her favorite. She loved to sit outside and
drink coffee with her husband and watch the wildlife that came up in the front yard. She
loved to fish whenever she was able. She and her sister Liz would strike out often and
would always have a mess of wild onions, greens or huckleberries when they returned.
Some pretty wild stories went along with those trips. She loved the holidays, with the 4th
of July being one of her favorites as it was the annual Keys reunion also. Norma was also
a Pentecostal Holiness Preacher for more than 40 years. She had a tremendous amount
of faith and believed in miracles. Norma and Ray had recently retired from Keys Faith
Mission, and had joined the Keys Pentecostal church of God.
Norma was preceded in death by her father Kale Star (Knox) Keys, mother Edna Keys 3
great grandchildren: Tyler Fertig, twins Aiden Nichols & Zylen Nichols.
She leaves behind her beloved husband of 55 years Ray Harper, daughter Laura Henson
and husband Gary of Tahlequah, Daughter Regina Barnard husband Ron of Okmulgee,
Grandchildren: Christy Smith husband Larry of Dewar, Randi Wright husband Zac of
Tahlequah, Mallory Wu husband Charlie of Waynesville, Mo, Aaron Henson and Lauren of

Tahlequah, Lauren Henson of Tahlequah, Erik Henson of Salina, Ronnie Barnard of
Okmulgee, Andrew Barnard wife Brianne of Topeka Ks, Destin Green husband Derrick of
Henryetta, Kelli Nichols of Tahlequah, Robert Nichols of Tulsa, Michael Nichols of
Okmulgee. Great Grandchildren: Isaiah, Raely, Ethan, Jace, Jade, Lily, Ezra, Julian, Jude,
Sadie, Kaison, Mason, Steven, Lilliana and a host of many others sisters, nieces and
nephews many friends. She was a beloved sister, wife, mother, grandmother and
greatgrandmother she will be missed dearly by us and all that knew her.

Events
FEB Viewing
28

09:00AM - 08:00PM

Green Country Funeral Home
203 S. Commercial Rd. - Mailing, PO Box 2048, Tahlequah, OK 74465, Tahlequah,
OK, US

MAR
1

Funeral Service

10:00AM - 11:00AM

Twenty Nine Eleven Church
3229 S. Muskogee Avenue, Tahlequah, OK, US

Comments

“

Rhonda Couch sent a virtual gift in memory of Rev Norma Jo Harper

Rhonda Couch - March 03, 2019 at 05:20 PM

“

We moved just down the road from Norma and Ray in 2002. After a few weeks of
living there she pulled in our drive to introduce herself. I invited her in for a glass of
tea but she said she couldn't stay; was on her way to look in on someone that was
feeling ill. She asked me if I was "the huntin kind". I said what do you mean? She
said do you HUNT? I said oh no. I know nothing about hunting. She said "I like to
hunt squirrels". She said "we'll get together and we'll make a squirrel hunter outta
you". I laughed so hard. She also told me the story of when her grandpa? owned the
land we had just purchased. Her and her siblings and cousins would take a hood of
an old car and ride it down the hills behind our house like a sled. I enjoyed being her
neighbor. My prayers go out to the family. I know she was a very special person. She
will be missed.
Teresa Gullett

Teresa Gullett - February 28, 2019 at 03:15 PM

“

57 files added to the album LifeTributes

Green Country Funeral Home - February 27, 2019 at 07:23 PM

“

I miss my momma.

Laura Henson - February 27, 2019 at 06:41 PM

“

Willa Ketcher lit a candle in memory of Rev Norma Jo Harper

Willa Ketcher - February 27, 2019 at 06:51 AM

“

So sorry to hear of her passing. Praying for you all.

Sandra York - February 26, 2019 at 10:34 AM

“

Prayers of comfort to "Cuz Ray"and family from Pat Carter Henson

Pat Henson - February 25, 2019 at 08:45 PM

“

I remember her driving my school bus I thought boy she's got a beautiful smile as
she continued I wanted to go home with her I loved her even without really knowing
her I knew she had a wonderful life I'll always remember her so sweet and kind I'll
miss her now and forever

Emma epperson - February 25, 2019 at 02:51 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Donna Welch - February 25, 2019 at 01:45 PM

“

2 files added to the tribute wall

Mallory Wu - February 24, 2019 at 10:36 AM

“

My condolences
Willa Ketcher - February 25, 2019 at 09:22 AM

